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720 Reviews of Books 

The Literary Digest History of the World War, compiled from Orig- 
inal and Contemporary Sources: American, British, French, Ger- 
man, and Others. By Francis Whiting Halsey. In ten vol- 
umes. ( New York and London : Funk and Wagnalls Company. 
1919. Pp. xx, 376; viii, 376; viii, 400; viii, 370; viii, 392; viii, 
407; viii, 392; viii, 391 ; vii, 391. $12.00, incl. magazine.) 
The sources used in this history are chiefly such comprehensive 
works as the London Times History of the War and Nelson's History of 
the War by John Buchan, supplemented by the voluminous reports and 
special articles in the daily press. Occasionally there is included a little 
information gathered from German sources, but not often. 

In the introduction the. author states that for five years he devoted 
himself to the task of " rewriting and adjusting the material, with con- 
stant substitution, modifications, corrections, and rearrangements in the 
light of newer information, so that what had often seemed a final revi- 
sion was again and again superseded by another ". Through these means 
the text has been cast in the author's language, but " in essence, it is 
more strictly that of others, as condensed, rearranged, rewritten, and, 
by a sort of melting-pot process, adapted to the purposes of a compre- 
hensive and co-ordinated narrative ". 

Volumes I. to VI. inclusive are devoted chiefly to the war on the 
western front. About two-thirds of volume I. deals with the causes of 
the war in Europe and the circumstances surrounding the various decla- 
rations of war by all the countries engaged in it. In volume IV. there 
is a description of the circumstances which brought the United States 
into the conflict, with several chapters on America's war preparations. 
Volume VII. deals with the Russian front and the Russian revolution; 
volume VIII. with the war in Turkey and the Balkans; volume IX. 
with the war in Italy, in the colonies, and with the submarine warfare 
and war-zone decrees. As yet the war on the sea is inadequately 
treated, and the peace conference and the subsequent peace treaties are 
not included. Presumably these matters are to be described in the tenth 
volume, which has not yet been published. 

This arrangement of material is perhaps as good as can be made. 
Almost any arrangement of a history of the World War proves awk- 
ward. In this instance it is difficult to keep in mind the tremendous in- 
fluence which the eastern front had on the fortunes of war in the west 
so long as the narrative of these events is found in the later volumes. 
It seems especially awkward to introduce the United States into the con- 
flict by beginning with the peace notes of December, 1916, leaving the 
submarine controversy previous to that time for treatment in the last 
volume. 

As is natural and justifiable, the narrative of events on the western 
front overshadows that of the remaining areas of battle. The treat- 
ment of the Russian campaigns and the Russian revolution is adequate. 
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So too, probably, is that for Turkey. The entire Balkan campaigns, 
however, occupy but 152 pages, while the Bulgarian debacle in Septem- 
ber, 1918, is described in fifteen pages. Surely these events are as 
worthy of a lengthy treatment as, for instance, the visits of the British, 
French, and Belgian commissions to the United States, which occupy 
forty-one pages. 

Interspersed here and there in the chronological narrative is a chap- 
ter on aircraft fighting or a few paragraphs concerning important per- 
sonalities. Quotations or digests from special articles by favorite war 
correspondents are frequently included. Throughout the narrative the 
dramatic military details are emphasized. Indeed the internal political 
events in the various countries are nearly altogether neglected, except of 
course the revolutions in Russia, Germany, and Austria-Hungary. In 
this method of treatment there can be only a feeble attempt to evaluate 
the significance of the various factors entering into the huge conflict. 
The account lacks, too, as is natural, the simple direct style of Usher's 
Story of the Great War. Nevertheless it is a comprehensive piece of 
work well done and extremely well suited to the clientele to whom it is 
directed. 

The volumes contain a considerable number of the excellent maps 
familiar to readers of the Literary Digest. There are also numerous 
illustrations showing the nature of the war activities, together with 
photographs of leading figures in the war. 

George F. Zook. 

Third Report of the Royal Commission on Public Records. ( London : 
Stationery Office. 1919. Pp. v,46; iv, 131 ; viii, in. I2sh.9d.) 
In 1919 Sir Frederick Pollock, Professor Firth, Dr. M. R. James. 
Sir Frederic Kenyon, Sir Sidney Lee, Mr. H. R. Tedder, and three 
representatives of Wales were appointed a Royal Commission on Public 
Records. Aided with great energy and devotion by Mr. Hubert Hall 
as secretary, the commission has pursued its inquiries with great intel- 
ligence in many hearings, and has supplemented these, as thoroughness 
so often requires, by scores of personal inspections on the part of its 
members. Their first report, dealing with the Public Record Office, 
was published in 1912, and briefly noticed in these pages (XVIII. 419). 
The second, dealing with such records of the courts of justice and 
papers of public departments as had not yet been transferred to the 
Public Record Office, was published in 1914 (XX. 455). Both were 
accompanied by valuable appendixes containing much useful informa- 
tion on archives, specially prepared by expert persons, and each had a 
further appendix containing the minutes of evidence taken at the hear- 
ings. The present report has similar appendixes, one of documents, 
amplifying the report, the other of minutes of evidence. In all these 
hearings, it is impossible not to admire the skillful questioning of Sir 



